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10 Global Ear: Beijing 

In the Chinese capital, musicians such as Dadawa, Zheng Jun and Wang Yong are becoming sonic 
travellers, sourcing inspiration from the border zones of Tibet and Mongolia. By Steven Schwankert 

12 Faust 

When Germany's premier anarcho-hippy wrecking crew appeared at Edinburgh's Flux festival, they brought 



18 Le Post-rock Francais 

French rock used to mean the conceptual excesses of Magma, until post-rockers like Bastard, Odd Size, 
Sister Iodine and Tone Rec discovered new forms through new technologies. By Rahma Khazam 

26 Ansuman Biswas 

Emerging from the fringes of the New Asian Kool, this Bengali-born percussionist is on a mission of cosmic 
proportions: to harness the acoustic laws which govern the universe. By Rob Young 

30 The Secret History of Film Music 

In his latest reel, Philip Brophy gets looney over Carl Stalling's Roadrunner and Coyote tunes, and explores 
how sound design in blockbusters like Robocop explodes the myth of Hollywood conservatism 


32 Butch Morris 

Via the patent method of 'conduction’, this Viet vet distils the energies of black free jazz into an immersive 
stew of sonic surrealism and underground politics. By Ben Watson 

36 Jim O’Rourke 

Whether as guitarist, demixer or concrete collagist, Chicago’s reluctant underground star is presently the 

42 Oskar Sala 

The last man alive who can play the Trautonium, a proto-synthesizer invented in Germany in 1929, recalls 
how he developed this revolutionary instrument during the Third Reich and after. By Georg Misch 


50 Invisible Jukebox: 4 Hero 

Chris Sharp plays Herbie Hancock, John Barry, Rhythim Is Rhythim, Larry Heard, Roni Size, Squarepusher 
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Going live: Geto 3000; Gavin Bryars; Digital Slam; HIA & Biosphere; Shakti (well, almost) & Srinivas 
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For digitized music news, hot links, label contacts and back issues] archive, go to: 

http://www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
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global 

a ear 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month.. 
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When Faust say they’ll bring the house down, they mean it. Tbur manager Ed Baxter reports on 
the pitfalls of babysitting Germany’s premier anarcho-hippies in Edinburgh 
















J Saul Kane 


Nils Petter 
Molvaer 

Brass and breakbeats 

Nils Petter Molvaer is in a good mood. His first solo 
album Khmer is just out on ECM, and it’s something of 
a historic occasion, since this is the first album on the 
venerable German label to be accompanied by — 
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drifting towards 
the heat 

French music used to be treated as a bad joke. But nobody’s laughing at the new breed of 
French artists raised on post-punk and Industrial culture, and schooled in the fine art of 
sampler theft. Rahma Khazam meets the vanguard of le post-rock Francais: Odd Size, Sister 
Iodine, Tone Rec, Bastard, Kasper Toeplitz and Port Radium. Photography: Guy Kokken 
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New Soundtrack Score by 

IN THE NURSERY 

Released 10th November O' I ~> Distribution PHD 

www.fys.ruu.nl/~dompselr/itn/ I CORPORATION I itn@itncorp.demon.co.uk 


DERBY Metro 2nd 01352 3+7785 
OXFORD Phoenix 5th 01885 512528 
CARDIFF Chapter Arts 7th 01222355888 
SOUTHAMPTON Harbour Lights 5th 01705 5351 
BRIGHTON Dube of York’s 10th, 01273802503 
BRISTOL Watershed llth 011752538+5 
BRADPORD Pietureville 13th 0127+^Z+SS 
LONDON Purcell Room 15th 0171 580+2+2 
MANCHESTER G 


















Vienna Art Orchestra 

The magniticent ensemble directed by Matthias Ruegg celebrates 20 years of music 

ON TOUR AND ON RECORD IN NOVEMBER 


Vienna Art Orchestra 



20th Anniversary 

A limited-edition three-disc set: 

Nine Immortal Non-Evergreens for Eric Dolphy/Ballads/Concerto for Voice and Silence 

PLUS The entire catalogue of the VAO on Amadeo available in the UK for the first time! 

Blues for Brahms • Innocence of Cliches • Fe and Males • Chapter II • Highlights 1977-90 
Standing...What? - European Songbook - Duke Ellington & Charles Mingus - Plays for Jean Cocteau 

SEE THE ORCHESTRA LIVE AT ORIS LONDON JAZZ FESTIVAL / QEH 
14 NOVEMBER AND ON TOUR AROUND THE UK! 

© 





































In the latest leel from his secret history of film music, Philip Biophy revels in the choreographed 
cacophony of Warners Brothers cartoons, and the big bangs of Hollywood blockbusters 



the rapture of 0 
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Butch Morris's self-devised ‘conductions’ create spontaneous cross-cultural dialogues 
between improvisors. Visiting the UK to rehearse his London Skyscraper tour, he reveals the 
method behind his patent sonic surrealism. Words: Ben Watson. Photography: Kim Tonelli 
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For Chicago omni-musician Jim 
meaning of life. Yet he is one of the 
collaborators. 


O’Rourke, every sound brings into question the 
world’s most personable and in-demand musical 
Words: Christoph Cox. Photography: Frank Bauer 
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Electronic music histories document instruments like the 
Theremin and the Ondes Martenot, but the Trautonium is the 
one that got away Yet this proto-synthe^er was more advanced 
than either. Now only one man in the world can still play it — 
Oskar Sala, whose virtuosity won over Goebbels and landed 
him a job on Hitchcock’s The Birds. Words: Georg Misch 
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Perrier is introducing its first ever Jazz Awards which it 
believes will become a landmark in the Jazz calendar. 

It aims to bring added sparkle, excitement, 
encouragement and opportunities to the very talented 
‘Young World of fazz’. Perrier invites nominations from, 
or for, young Jazz musicians between 18-27 years. 

The inaugural Perrier Young Jazz Awards will be 
presented on Tuesday, February 24th 1998 at 
The Talk of London, Drury Lane. 



£3 Perrier Young Jazz Musician of 1998 


£3 Perrier Young Jazz Ensemble of 1998 
<3 Perrier Young Jazz Vocalist of 1998 
£3 Perrier Outstanding Young fazz CD 0) 1997 

PLEASE WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND AN ENTRY FORM TO: 
PERRIER |AZZ AWARDS, c/o Injoplan Limited 
Ludgate House 107-m Fleet Street London EC4A 2AB 
or Telephone: 0171 353 4499 
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freefall 


love George Michael. That’s why we just spent 
£350,000 on our new manufacturing plant in the.. 


Clive Bell plunges through music’s protecting veil and enters the realm 
of sonic absurdity This month: CD pirates or Russian Robin Hoods? 



Dear Eddie (hell, I know this isn't your real name, I’m just 


taking precautions in case this falls into the wrong hands), 
First, I want to apologise personally for the death 
threat I want to make it dear that the letter was sent by 
a junior staffer in my office working almost entirely on 
her own. Anyway, Eddie, she was kidding. Lighten up, 
hey! You think anyone from our organisation would 
really do such a thing to your car, with you and your 
kids in it? Look, I’ve seen your car, as it happens, and 
the sun roof doesn't open wide enough for a start 
This isn't Chicago, Eddie. This isn't even St Albans. 

less messy, like the dry ice plant. Only kidding! 

Talking of music, congratulations on all the recent 
publicity for your heroic crusade against us, the evil CD 
pirates. But you've been talking up the figures again, Eddie. 
I see that we pirates do a swashbuckling $5 billion a year 
these days. Try telling that to my accounts department 


goddamn CDs without going to the staff common room, 


which is full of smoke. But I'm getting away from the point 
' We don’t like the word pirates, Eddie. Some of my staff 



doing. It costs me and you both 70p to make an Oasis 
Call me corny — in Moscow we love The Spice Girls, we 
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Interplanetary music 

Our November offer: get a double CD compiled by David Tbop plus a year's 


supply of The Wire for just £30 



Booming On Pluto or Guitars On Mars 

Volumes three and four respectively in the Virgin label's Ocean Of 
Sound series, Booming On Pluto and Guitars On Mars continue David 
Tbop’s mission to go where no album compiler has gone before, 
blasting the worlds of Electro and the guitar into strange, new orbits. 
Now all you cosmic couriers out there can claim one of these 
landmark double CD 
compilations for FREE 
when you take out your 
first subscription to the 
solar system's most 
interstellar music 
magazine. 


IIOOAUNti'MU’MITO 


UK □ £30 • EUROPE □ (Air) £35 • USA □ $60/£35 • REST OF WORLD □ Air £50 □ Surface £35 

Issue you wish your subscription to start with: _ (month) □ I enclose my cheque/money order made payable to WIRE for £ __ 

Send my □ Booming On Pluto OR □ Guitars On Mars CD □ Please charge £- to my: 

(please specify which CD you want) & subscription to: Mastercard □ Amex □ Visa/Delta □ Switch □ 



Or died our Subscription Hotlines: 


Tel: 0171 734 3555 ■ Fax: 0171 287 4767 
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NUSRAT FATEH ALI KHAN 
& MICHAEL BROOK : REMIXED 

* STAR RISE 





















